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Abstract 
 
The centrality of the thesis is the impact upon the individual Greek 
migrant who chose to leave his place of birth by emigrating, repatriating, and 
subsequently re-emigrating, and how the surreptitious nature of acculturation 
alters perceptions and thoughts.  The causes of such migratory translocations 
will be analyzed within the sociocultural and historicoeconomic conditions that 
appertained at the time the decisions were taken to deracinate oneself.  The 
study will provide an analysis of diachronic Hellenic migration and Australian 
immigration policies (since its inception as a federated state).  There will also 
be an analysis of Australia’s diachronic and dedicated immigration control 
mechanisms since federation, its various post-immigration integration policies 
of immigrants, the mass immigration program activated in the post-WWII 
period, and the adoption and incorporation of multiculturalism as the guiding 
force in migrant selection and integration. 
Australia’s history, its cultural inheritance, its socioeconomic 
development, and its attraction as a receiving country of immigrants are 
analyzed, as are Australia’s xenophobia and racism at its inception, and how 
these twin social factors influenced its immigration program.  The study 
examines limitations placed upon social intercourse, employment 
opportunities, and other hindrances to Greek (and other non-British migrants) 
immigrants because of Australia’s adoption of restrictive, racially-based 
immigration policies. 
The study focuses upon the under-development of Hellas in the first half 
of the twentieth century, its high unemployment and under-employment rates, 
and the multiple other reasons, aside form unemployment, which forced 
thousands of Hellenes to seek an alternative (for a better life) through internal 
or external migration.  Particular emphasis will be placed upon historic 
occasions in Greece’s history and the influence of foreign powers upon internal 
Greek politics.  The motivations for each distinct stage of translocation, in the 
lives of the respondents, will be examined within the ambit of social, cultural, 
economic, and historical context, which will place emphasis on the 
 vi 
socioeconomic development of Hellas, the development of Hellenic Diaspora, 
Australia’s development as a receiving immigrant country, and the effects of 
acculturation and nostalgia upon first-generation Greek-Australians.   
Given that the thesis is based upon personal recollections and detailed 
information that span decades of the respondents’ lives, the thesis is divided 
into four parts for greater clarity and comprehension: the first examines 
respondents’ lives in region of birth, their families’ economic, educational, and 
social environment, scholastic achievements by respondents, employment 
status, future prospects, religiosity, hopes and aspirations, and reasons for 
seeking to migrate.  The second part examines respondents’ lives in Australia, 
within the contextuality of accommodation, employment, family creation, social 
adaptation, language acquisition, attitude towards unionism and religion, 
expectations about Australia, and reasons for repatriating.   
The third part analyzes repatriation and life in Greece through 
resettlement, accommodation, children’s schooling and adaptation, relatives’ 
and friends’ attitude, disappointments, and longing for things Australian, 
while it also examines re-emigratory causes and the disillusionment suffered 
through repatriation.  The final part assesses resettlement in Australia, and 
all associated social, economic, and environmental aspects, as well as 
respondents’ children’s readaptation to different lifestyle and educational 
system.  The thesis concludes with recommendations for possible further 
studies associated with the thesis’ nature.  
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